72                                          A   NEW   ACCOUNT

that the others had who served the young Emperor, for they could encamp
and mine as well as the Dutch,

A Dutch Captain, in his March towards the Dutch Gamp, fell, with his
Company, into an Ambush of Javans. Some of his Men were killed, but
he, and most of his Men were taken Prisoners. The Dutch Camp was
pitched on the Side of a River, and the Javans a few Miles above them 011
the same River's Side. Next Day, to the Dutch great Amazement, they
saw the Captain and his Men swimming down with the Stream, on
Bundles of Reeds, with all their Legs, Thigh-bones and Arms broken, and
most of them alive. Their Country-men took them out of the River, and
used Means to save their Lives, but very few lived, which put their whole
Army in some Dread, by observing what Quarter they might expect if any
of them were taken Prisoners

The Religion of Java is partly Mahometan and partly Pagan The Pagans
choose Women to be Priestesses, and they are generally old, and well
skilled in Witchcraft. And it is reported, that they have frequent Conver-
sation with the Devil, who appears to them in an horid monstrous Shape,
and the Priestesses sacrifice an Hog to him. The Emperor resides at an
inland Town called Cattasoun, about three Days Journey from Samatang,
where I'll leave him, and proceed to

The Island of Madura, that produces nothing for a foreign Market, but
Deer Skins. They may be had in great Abundance, and very cheap. This
Island confronts Java to its very eastermost Point. I have no Knowledge
of the Islands to the Eastward of Java, but what I have had by Information
from the Dutch, who are the only Possessors of that Commerce, except
two English Ships that fell In among some of those Islands, and so I will
go on in those lame Observations and Remarks.

I observed before, that Sorobqy was the eastermost Settlement the Dutch
have on Java, neither have they any Footing, that I have heard of, on
the South Side of that Island, tho' the Natives are pretty well civilized,
and as Ships from Europe fall in with that Coast, they will bring off
Provisions to sell them, particularly if they see English Colours, for very
often the Dutch buy their Commodities, but pay nothing for them.

The Island of Batty lies next Java to the Eastward. It abounds in
Provisions for the Inhabitants, but affords nothing fit for Exportation.
The Natives are daring and bold, even to Desperation. Many of them
enter in the Dutch Service, and make good Soldiers. Between Java and
Bally are the Streights of Bally.

Lambock is next Bally to the Eastward, and about the same Magnitude.
It produces the same Necessaries as Bally, but nothing to export.